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lated to religious toleration, the schools in the western
provinces, and the legal status of the sectarians.
The principles of legality established by the Committee
of Ministers have never been carried into effect. I suc-
ceeded in forming a conference for the revision of the cen-
sorship regulations, with a membership which included men
of high competence and moderately liberal views. Several
days after the appointment of this body, His Majesty,
without the knowledge of either myself or the chairman of
the conference, named two new members: Prince Golitzyn-
Muravlin, now member of the Union of the Russian People
(Black Hundreds), and Yuzefovich, a notorious pervert
and a man without honour. The conference achieved noth-
ing. The conference on religious toleration met a similar
fate, after having removed from the Old Believers some of
the legal disabilities that had oppressed them for centuries.
At heart, the Emperor always sided with these sectarians,
but they had a powerful and stubborn enemy in the person
of Pobiedonostzev, who for twenty-five years was an insur-
mountable obstacle to the liberal solution of the sectarian
problem.
While the conference on religious toleration was discuss-
ing the legal status of the sectarians, the Holy Synod raised
the question of calling a church assembly and restoring the
patriarchate, abolished by Peter the Great. Under the
influence of K. P. Pobiedonostzev, the convocation of a
church assembly was indefinitely postponed by His Majesty.
At the same time the reactionary newspapers began to shout
that Metropolitan Antonius, member of the Committee of
Ministers, and I were intent on undermining the authority
of the Czar, that by advocating the restoration of the patri-
archate we sought to create two Czars, a civil and an ecclesi-
astical one. After I had assumed the office of President
of the Imperial Council, the question of convoking a church
assembly was raised anew. A preliminary conference